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RECORDERS NEWSLETTER
ISSUE 1– MARCH 2006

Welcome to  the  first  edition  of  the  Biodiversity  Information  Service  (BIS)  Recorders 
newsletter and thanks to all our contributors. We hope you will find it of interest and enable you 
to catch-up with what is happening with local recorders, BIS, the Local Biodiversity Partnerships 
and other local projects involving biological recording. Thanks especially to the recorders who 
have contributed for this first time and we hope this will encourage other recorders to send in 
articles about their particular interest and enthuse us all to keep on recording. With your help, we 
would like this to be a regular biennial newsletter with editions in the Spring and Autumn – in 
spring we can let you know what events are going to happen over the summer; and in autumn we 
can let you know about recording discoveries that have happened over the summer. 

We will send this newsletter to as many of you as we can by email, but please feel free to circulate 
to your friends and colleagues who may be interested in biological recording. Those we do not 
have email addresses for we will send by post, but if you are happy to supply email addresses for 
the future, that would help BIS greatly to save on postage. 

Please could you send contributions for the next Newsletter by September 15th 2006.
Janet Imlach - Editor
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An update from BIS

In September 2005 BIS moved to its new offices in Brecon. All the staff were very pleased to 
move from our cramped offices in Lion Yard to the much more spacious and airy offices of 
7,Wheat St. The offices are next to the Cinema, on the First Floor above the Emerald Craft 
Shop. Please feel free to drop in and visit; just go through the shop and up the stairs to our 
offices.

Moving  offices  has  given  us  more  room  and  flexibility  for  additional  staff  or  volunteer 
workstations. Over the last year we have been working with Go Wales Project sponsored by the 
National Assembly of Wales. This enables graduates to get work experience within the workplace 
by providing part funding to the employer. BIS provide training in using biological recording 
software and Geographical Information Systems and in return we get valuable help inputting the 
data into the system. Jennet Morgan volunteered under the ‘Work taster’ scheme and has gone on 
to do an MSc in Conservation Management. Rachel Price worked with us as a ‘Work placement’ 
for 10 weeks last autumn, and is now working on the CCW data contract. We hope to have 
another Go Wales work placement by April.

In December 2005 BIS was very pleased to receive funding from the Brecon Beacons National 
Park Sustainability Development Fund (SDF). This has provided new computers and software 
for our 'Data Exchange Development' project. This project involves a complete overhaul of our 
IT systems to fully automate data enquiry reporting and internal management systems. This will 
allow BIS to respond to these enquiries quicker so providing a better service to our partners and 
other users. Part of the funding has also gone towards raising our profile with the public and 
other potential users of BIS. This will be done with information leaflets and posters describing 
the role of BIS in helping to conserve biodiversity within Powys and BBNP and encouraging 
people to become involved. Please contact BIS if you would like some leaflets to distribute to 
interested friends and colleagues.

An additional benefit of increased IT automation is freeing up staff time to support the local 
recording community, such as producing this newsletter, and to further develop data exchange 
with recorders. The viability of a Local Record Centre depends on its recorders. Without records, 
there cannot be a record centre and without recorders, there are no records. 

Thanks to a donation from Powys LBAP, we can provide recording software to any local person 
or  group  who  would  like  to  send  records  electronically  into  BIS.   If  you  are  interested  in 
obtaining a copy of Recorder 2002 or MapMate, or would like some technical advice concerning 
biological recording, please contact our IT officer, Dave Cope, at BIS.

The SDF also has enabled BIS to purchase a colour photocopier, which will be used to produce 
colour copies of this newsletter. We hope that this will be a welcomed venture to keep the local 
biological recording community in contact and also to inform potential recorders of all that is 
happening in their area and to encourage them to become involved in recording wildlife. Let us 
know what you think!

Janet Imlach

2



Biodiversity Information Service                               Recorder Newsletter – Issue 1 – March 2006

Four Local Record Centres for Wales

Full Local Record Centre (LRC) coverage of Wales is now well under way. BIS was the first LRC 
in Wales and has demonstrated successfully that an LRC can function as an independent business 
whilst providing vital biodiversity services to its partners. It is the role model for the three other 
LRCs, which together with BIS, will provide a seamless service to the whole of Wales by 2007.

Former BIS manager, Adam Rowe, is now managing the SE Wales Biodiversity Record Centre 
(SEWBREC), which became operational in August 2005. The North Wales LRC (COFNOD) is 
now in its development stage to become operational in Spring 2007. West Wales Biodiversity 
Information  Centre  completed  its  Development  plan  in  Autumn  2005  and  is  now  in  its 
development stage to become operational in Autumn 2007.

The Wales Biodiversity Group (WBG) is extending advice and support to developing LRCs in 
Wales  through the  experience of  Adam Rowe.  The four LRC managers  are working closely 
together and already there is the possibility of new partners for BIS. Although each LRC will 
reflect  needs  of  the  local  data  providers  and  users,  we  will  work  to  similar  policies  and 
procedures. Working together will ensure national partners get a similar level of service across the 
county boundaries and facilitate easier data exchange with recorders.

The boundaries of the 4 record centres usually reflect county administrative boundaries but BIS 
includes the BBNP boundary. This may be cause for some confusion as many recorders follow 
vice-county (VC) boundaries. For simplicity, we would suggest that recorders send records to the 
LRC with the major VC area. Data exchange agreements would then be set up with the recorder 
and main LRC to allow data exchange with the neighbouring LRC. 

Janet Imlach
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Contact Details:

Biodiversity  Information Service for  Powys and 
Brecon Beacons National Park (BIS)
Manager: Janet Imlach
First Floor Offices, Coliseum House
7 Wheat Street, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7DG
Tel:01874 610881 Fax:01874 624812
Email: info@b-i-s.org
Website: www.b-i-s.org

North Wales Environmental Information Service 
(Cofnod)
Manager: Roy Tapping
Intec, Ffordd y Parc, Parc Menai, Bangor, Gwynedd, 
LL57 4FG
Tel: 01248 672680 Fax: 01248 672601
Email: roy.tapping@cofnod.org.uk 
Website: www.cofnod.org.uk

South  East  Wales  Biodiversity  Records  Centre 
(SEWBReC)
Manager: Adam Rowe
13 St. Andrew's Crescent, Cardiff, CF10 3DB.
Tel: 029 2064 1110 fax: 029 2064 1110
Email: i  nfo@sewbrec.org.uk  
Website: www.sewbrec.org.uk

West Wales Biodiversity Information Centre 
(WWBIC)
Development Officer/Manager: 
Dr Robert A G Davies
Landsker Business Centre, Llwynybrain
Whitland, Carmarthenshire
SA34 0NG
Tel 01994 241468 Fax 01994 240668
 Email: westwaleslrc@btopenworld.com

4

mailto:roy.tapping@cofnod.org.uk
mailto:westwaleslrc@btopenworld.com
mailto:info@sewbrec.org.uk
http://www.cofnod.org.uk/


Biodiversity Information Service                               Recorder Newsletter – Issue 1 – March 2006

The Vice-County Wildlife Recorders of Powys

Who are they and what do they do?

County Recorders are a network of individuals across the British Isles covering a range of flora 
and fauna groups.
They:

keep the definitive list  of species known to have occurred in their vice-county and 
species  distribution  and  population  trends;  collate  and  verify  records  submitted  by 
observers, maintain databases and organise surveys. 
are all voluntary and unpaid experts in their field and often do their work for twenty 
years and more delivering essential record credibility, continuity and in-depth knowledge 
gained over a long period. 
form the, largely unseen and unappreciated, backbone of wildlife recording in Britain, 
so essential for effective biodiversity conservation and the envy of the rest of the world. 
are always pleased to receive reports from observers and most provide recording forms 
and offer advice on what to record and good places to visit in their vice-counties.

History
The Botanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI) had some regional and county recorders from 
their beginning in 1836 and by the end of the 19th century some counties had recorders for many 
wildlife groups. Complete networks have mostly become established since 1950 with plants and 
birds  leading  the  way  followed by  other  groups  including  mammals,  butterflies,  dragonflies, 
amphibians and reptiles.

BRECONSHIRE (Vice-County 42)
Birds:  Andrew  King,  Heddfan,  Pennarth,  Brecon,  LD3  7EX.  Tel:  01874  658351. 
andrew.king53@virgin.net
Plants (BSBI): Mike Porter, Aberhoywy Farm, Cyffredyn Lane, Llangynidr, Crickhowell, NP8 
1LR.
Mammals:  Phil  Morgan,  Llys  Newydd,  Llanfihangel  Talylyn,  Brecon,  LD3  7TG. 
phill@justmammals.co.uk
Butterflies: Andrew King, Heddfan, Pennarth, Brecon, LD3 7EX. Tel: 01874 658351.
andrew.king53@virgin.net
Dragonflies: (All of south and west Wales). Ian Smith, 1 Hook Close, Osbaston, Monmouth, 
Gwent, NP25 3BD. tel: 01600 713561. Welshdragonflies@aol.com

MONTGOMERYSHIRE (Vice-county 47)
Birds: Brayton Holt, Scops Cottage, Pentrebeirdd, Welshpool, SY21 9DL. Tel: 01938 500266. 
braytonholt@yahoo.co.uk
Plants (BSBI): Marjorie Wainwright, 1 Green End, Oswestry, SY11 1BT. Tel: 01691 652798.
Mammals:  Andrew McLeish,  The Old Primary School,  Church Street,  Bishops Castle, SY29 
5AE. amcleish@alanaecology.com
Butterflies: Steven Spencer, Roslam, Brithdir, Llanfyllin, SY22 5HB. Tel: 01691 648339. 
Dragonflies:  Mark  Walters,  3  Sunnymeade,  Canal  Road,  Four  Crosses,  Llanymynach,  SY22 
6PW. Tel: 01691 830207. mark@sunnymeade.plus.com
Amphibians  and  Reptiles:  (Whole  of  Powys).  Dr  Fred  Slater,  Llysdinam  Field  Centre, 
Newbridge-on-Wye, Llandrindod Wells, LD1 6NB. Tel: 01597 860308
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RADNORSHIRE (Vice-county 43)
Birds:  Pete  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan Valley,  Rhayader,  Powys,  LD6 5HS.  Tel:  01597 
811522. petejelanvalley@hotmail.com
Plants (BSBI): David Humphries, Knill Court, Presteigne, LD8 2PR. tel: 01544 267379. 
Mammals: John Messenger, Vincent Wildlife Trust, Craig Road, Llandrindod Wells, LD1 5HS. 
Tel: 01597 825536. johnmessenger@vwt.org.uk
Butterflies: Joyce Gay, Radnorshire Wildlife Trust, Warwick House, High Street, Llandrindod 
Wells, LD1 6AG. 
Amphibians and Reptiles: (see Montgomeryshire).

OTHER COUNTIES:
For recorders in other counties visit their websites: 
bsbi.org.uk/html/counties (Plants); 
bbrc.org.uk/recorders (birds); 
froglife.org/recorders (amphibians and reptiles) ; 
dragonflysoc.org.uk/VCRecorders (dragonflies)  

* If you have any additions or amendments please send them to Pete Jennings petejelanvalley@hotmail.com (last  
updated January 2006)

 Pete Jennings

Additional Recorder Contacts from BIS
BRECONSHIRE (Vice-County 42)
Amphibians and Reptiles:  Valerie Bradley,  6 Willow Glade, Llonigon, Hay-on-Wye. HR3 
5PQ
Email: bradleycj@tiscali.co.uk
Moths: Norman Lowe, 6 Tai Canol, Llangors, Brecon, Powys.LD3 7UR
Email: norman@enviro-consulting.com
Fungi: Shelley Evans Icknield House, 8 Saxonhurst, Downton, Salisbury, Wiltshire SP5 3JN
Shelley-Evans@myco-services.freeserve.co.uk
RADNORSHIRE (Vice-County 43)
Bats: John Mitchell, Llanago, Old Radnor, Presteigne. LD8 2RP
Badgers: as above
Dragonflies: Bob Dennison, Maes y Geidfa, Crossgates, Llandindod Wells. LD1 6RP
MONTGOMERYSHIRE (Vice-county 47)
Moths: Peter Williams Tel:01650 511583 Email: peter.williams@waitrose.com

New Local Biodiversity Action Plan Officers
Gareth Ellis  took up the position of  BBNP LBAP officer  in November 2005.  Dr Emma 
Durward took up her position with the Powys LBAP in February 2006. Contact details below:
Gareth Ellis,  Biodiversity Project Officer. Brecon Beacons National Park Authority, Plas y 
Ffynnon, Cambrian Way, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7HP. 
Tel: 01874 620470 Email: Gareth.Ellis@breconbeacons.org
Dr  Emma  Durward, Swyddog  Bio-amrywiaeth/Biodiversity  Officer.  St.  John's  Offices, 
Fiveways, Llandrindod Wells, Powys. LD1 5ES
Tel: 01597 827599 Fax: 01597 827599 Email: emma.durward@powys.gov.uk
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Biological Recording in the Brecon Beacons National Park
Veteran Tree Survey

Veteran trees are an amazing part  of our landscape.  They have historic,  aesthetic or cultural 
importance as well as the valuable habitat they provide birds, bats, invertebrates and epiphytes. 
Unfortunately their survival is threatened by such factors as intensive agriculture, road building 
and development.  Once lost,  they take literally  hundreds of  years  to  be  replaced.  To enable 
protection and sympathetic management of these amazing trees, we need to know where they 
are. The Brecon Beacons National Park Authority is therefore aiming to recruit volunteers to 
survey the National Park for these trees. The survey is quite simple, you don’t need to be an 
expert and it can be done in a few minutes. There will be many naturalists out and about in the 
park over the course of the year surveying everything from birds and bats to bugs and beetles. 
These people are in an ideal position to spend a few minutes looking for veteran trees while 
carrying out other surveys.

To ensure accurate coverage and eliminate duplication, surveyors will be allocated 1km OS grid 
squares within the park. Individuals will be able to request which grid squares they survey (to 
coincide with other surveys they may be doing), unless that square has already been allocated – 
first  come  first  served!  Recorders  must  be  able  complete  entire  grid  squares.  Even  if  not 
performing other surveys, why not keep an eye out for veterans while on your favourite walk or 
ride? Or use it as a good excuse to get out and explore somewhere new? 

To get involved and help secure a future for these special trees, contact Gareth Ellis, Biodiversity 
Project Officer on 01874 620470 email gareth.ellis@breconbeacons.org

Find out more about veteran trees:
http://www.english-nature.gov.uk/pubs/handbooks/upland.asp?id=6

Gareth Ellis

Brecon  Beacons  National  Park  Invertebrate  Recording 
Weekend 2005
Together with the Biodiversity Information 
Service and YHA Danywenallt,  the Brecon 
Beacons  National  Park  organised  an 
inaugural  invertebrate  recording  weekend 
(steady  now,  don't  get  too  excited)  during 
the 2nd weekend in September. Although this 
was  a  bit  late  in  the  year,  we  assembled 
about  15  volunteers  and  expert 
entomologists to visit a range of sites in the 
Park  -Llangasty,  Mynydd  Illtyd  and 
Blaencamlais Pool and Pwll y Wrach.  And, 
surprise, surprise, we recorded a number of 
creatures that had not been recorded in the 
Park before; a couple were new to the vice-
county of Brecknock.
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This event was held in response to requests 
from recorders at the 2004 BIS Recorders' 
Forum  for  organisations  to  stage  some 
training  and  recording  events  for  existing 
and aspiring recorders.  We decided to opt 
for  invertebrates  within  the  National  Park 
because  there  is  very  little  useful  data  on 
anything apart from moths. 

We  hope  that  staging  wildlife  recording 
jamborees  like  this  will  become an  annual 
event  in  the  Park.   The  idea  is  to  invite 
leading  experts  for  different  groups  of 
animals and plants, and set them loose on a 
site,  followed  by  eager  and  willing 
apprentices to the art of identifying different 
creepy crawlies according to the size of their 
tackle,  as  well  as  different  plants,  mosses, 
fungi  and  lichens,  birds  and  mammals 
according  to..,  well...,  lots  of  things  really. 
The  serious  point  is  that  we  need  much 
more  information  about  the  wildlife  that's 
out there and we also need lots more people 
willing to go out on a regular basis to search 
for  it.   This  is  the  basis  of  nature 
conservation in Britain and it's a dying art. 

The picture is of Hyptiotes paradoxus a spider. 
First  recorded  in  Wales  (Wye  Valley)  in 
2001, it was recorded during the weekend at 
Pwll y Wrach by John Harper.

Here's what John Harper (Brecknock Spider 
Recorder) says about it:  "We are finding it
increasingly  in  the  Forest  of  Dean  which 
may be its stronghold in the country.  It has 
an  unusual  and  curious  web  and  modus 
operandi:  the  triangular  web  has  four 
radiating  lines  with  cross  threads;  it  holds 
the apex of the triangle and so becomes part 
of  the  web,  so  to  speak;  on  detecting  a 
movement,  it  slackens  and  tightens  the 
tension so as to entangle the prey effectively 
- or so the books say  - I’ve not watched it 
myself."

Paul Sinnadurai Ecologist BBNP 

Hyptiotes paradoxus in Brecknockshire for the first time   
The  best  “find”  for  me  on  the  BBNP/BIS  Training  weekend  in  September  2005  was 
undoubtedly a mature female of the rare RDB3 spider Hyptiotes paradoxus, the better for it being 
most unexpected.  The last programmed visit was to the Brecknock Wildlife Trust’s Pwll y Wrach 
Reserve (SO165327 alt.180m and upriver from Talgarth) and the group were climbing back to 
the car park after a rather unproductive hunt for invertebrates.    John Bratton distracted us with 
an uncommon ladybird so we stopped, most fortuitously.    Something white moved suspiciously 
just above the path so, always on the look-out for the unusual, I investigated and saw the white 
husk of  a  prey item bundled in a  little  silk  on a silk  thread -  a  strange situation.     Closer 
investigation produced Hyptiotes paradoxus in a rather strange location and, incidentally, living up 
to its name !

In terms of rareness it is an Red Data Book 3 species which is definitely rare and a very nice find! 
Mike Kilner found it new to Wales in the Wye Valley just north of Chepstow in 2001 and I’ve 
had it twice a mile upstream. So it is very surprising to find it so far into Wales although, as David 
Mitchell pointed out, Pwll y Wrach is not far from the Wye Valley; indeed the reserve is on the 
River  Ennig  which flows into the  River Wye.  Also David Haigh,  the Gloucestershire  spider 
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recorder, and I are finding Hyptiotes increasingly in the Forest of Dean which we suspect may be 
its stronghold in the UK.

Normally the species lives a rather lethargic life in dense vegetation in trees or perhaps bushes; 
in fact the easiest way to find it is to beat dense Yew vegetation - unfortunately not a frequent 
habitat in Brecknockshire!. It is unusual to find the species so near the ground and I suspect that 
stormy conditions had blown it out of higher vegetation. Certainly, a successful technique to 
collect treetop species such as the Snake Flies (Rhaphidia species) is to sweep ground vegetation 
after a storm and before they have moved back into the upper foliage.

Hyptiotes has a curious web and modus operandi: the triangular web (like about one sixth of a so-
called orb web) has four radiating lines with cross threads; from the “centre” there extends a 
single line that the spider holds under tension and so becomes part of the web, so to speak; on 
detecting a movement, it slackens and tightens the tension so as to entangle the prey effectively 
- this is beautifully shown in a series of photos in the BAS’s (British Arachnological Society) 
Newsletter 104 of November 2005, pages 17 & 18.

You may also remember action shots  of the spider and its  web from Painswick Churchyard 
featured in David Attenborough’s “Life in the Undergrowth” just before Christmas  -  in fact it 
was the first that David Haigh (Glos. recorder) had heard about it at that site  -  99 Yew trees, so 
David tells me !

John Harper

The Water Spider in Brecknockshire
The Water Spider  Argyroneta aquatica was first found in the vice county by John Bratton during 
the BBNP / BIS Invertebrate Training Weekend in September 2005; collected from near the Ty 
Mawr jetty, Llangorse Lake SO126263 on 17.9.2005. Next day it was collected from three more 
sites, all ponds on Mynydd Illtyd (Brecon) by Val Bradley, Ilona Carati, David and Sue Mitchell 
and probably others.

So why hadn’t it been found before? As I describe elsewhere, spider recording up to a few years 
ago was definitely slow and spasmodic in the county; but probably the primary reason is that the 
Water Spider is aquatic and few arachnologists go out equipped for hunting underwater;  and 
presumably the hordes of “pond-dippers” in Brecknockshire have yet to realise the significance 
of a spider in their nets; I know from experience that similar looking spiders in a net are assumed 
to have fallen in on its removal from the pond.

Reference to the Spider Atlas* shows only fifteen or so 10km welsh squares with the Water 
Spider.  It  does  seem  commoner  in  England  (few  Scottish  records)  but  the  distribution  is 
remarkably patchy, as though only about 10 people have been enlightened enough to go out with 
a pond net to look systematically.

The species needs clean, vegetated fresh water and may be intolerant of habitat disturbance and 
pollution. It has not been reliably recorded from Gloucestershire, for example, perhaps because 
of the intense agriculture there, although someone did recently show me a record in a 65-year-old 
notebook, of one at Coombe Hill Canal, Tewkesbury. We need to realise the importance of any 
“clean” upland welsh waters to some of the species that may be declining elsewhere.   However, 
all  four of the Brecknockshire sites mentioned above are foreseeably threatened by excessive 
human exploitation, pollution from road and chemical spillage or from simply being overgrown 
by bog vegetation. At present there are many on Illtyd Common, enough for me to find a mature 
male  in  midwinter  and supply  it  to  Glasgow Museum to  be freeze-dried  for  display  and  to 
encourage interest in the conservation of spiders and their habitats.
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Argyroneta is another spider with a fascinating life style. This one seems to be unique in that it 
lives underwater for the majority of the time and rests, breathes, feeds and breeds in an air-filled 
underwater bell that it weaves from silk; it is said that moulting normally takes place out of the 
water though I can’t really understand the need for that. It can move around underwater by 
crawling along vegetation, breathing with the help of the plastron, the air-filled hairy layer on its 
body; the air  layer makes it  appear silvery under water.  However I have found it  difficult to 
obtain information on what the species actually eats and how it obtains its prey so it seems to me 
that  there  are  fuzzy  areas  in  our  knowledge,  which  a  patient  and  inventive  enthusiast  can 
elucidate by observation and experiment.

* Harvey, P.R., Nellist, D.R. & Telfer, M.G. (eds) 2002, Provisional Atlas of British Spiders
 Volumes 1 & 2.   Huntingdon:  Biological Records Centre.

John Harper

Notes  on  interesting  records  found  on  Breconshire 
entomology weekend, Sept. 2005 – John Bratton
15 hours on the microscope later and I've identified what I brought home. Janet asked for a bit 
of context, so I've done what I can below, but bear in mind these are based on what information 
is available to me, which is not necessarily up to date.  CCW has a database but it  can only 
contain the records people supply us with. In particular there is a large water beetle dataset (the 
national recording scheme) that will have records I don't know about.  Many of the species below 
have been included in distribution atlases but some of these are now quite old. (Notable means 
estimated to occur in fewer than 100 of the 10km squares of the National Grid)
Bugs
Mesovelia furcata - all previous Welsh records are from the Gwent Levels except for one from 
Anglesey in the 1940s. Atlas published in 2003.
Microvelia reticulata - first Breconshire record acc. to atlas published in 2003.
Sigara scotti - first Breconshire record acc. to atlas published in 2003.
Macrosaldula scotica - first Breconshire record in CCW's database, though a major survey of river 
shingle has yet to report bug records.
Beetles
Rhantus suturellus - one previous record from Breconshire in CCW's database, possibly one dot in 
the 1985 atlas.
Dytiscus marginalis - No previous Breconshire records in CCW's database
Dytiscus semisulcatus - One previous Breconshire record in CCW's database
Hydroglyphus geminus - Notable B, first record from Breconshire in CCW's database.
Hydroporus obscurus - second Breconshire record in CCW's database, possibly one dot in the 1984 
atlas.
Hydroporus umbrosus - first Breconshire record in CCW's database, three dots in the 1984 atlas.
Helochares punctatus - Notable B, one previous record from Breconshire in CCW's database, one 
dot in the 1987 atlas.
Enochrus affinis - Notable B, two previous records from Breconshire in CCW's database, one of 
which was from Illtyd Pools.
Enochrus ochropterus - Notable B, one previous record from Breconshire in CCW's database.
Enochrus fuscipennis - first record from Breconshire in CCW's database.
Laccobius ytenensis - Notable B, first record from Breconshire in CCW's database, one dot in the 
1987 atlas.
Cercyon atomarius - first Breconshire record in CCW's database.
Cercyon lateralis - first Breconshire record in CCW's database.
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Stenus picipennis - second Breconshire record in CCW's database, the previous one also from Illtyd 
Pools.
Stenus umbratilis - second Breconshire record in CCW's database, the previous one also from Illtyd 
Pools.
Stenus pallitarsis - first Breconshire record in CCW's database.
Scirtes hemisphaericus - first record from Breconshire acc. to maps published 2001.
Endomychus coccineus - first Breconshire record in CCW's database.
Donaciella clavipes - Notable B, new county record according to maps published in 1996. You 
might think a record based only on feeding marks is a bit dodgy.  I've several times in other 
places found feeding marks and gone back at the right time of year and found the beetle, so I'm 
confident about it, but there is a little job for someone next June.
Flies
Phalacrocera replicata - Notable, one previous Breconshire record in CCW's database.
Dioxyna bidentis - Notable B, eighth Welsh locality, first Breconshire record in CCW's database. 
Spider
Argyroneta aquatica - first records from Breconshire.

What this demonstrates is not so much that we were extremely lucky in finding lots of new 
things, but that the aquatic invertebrates of Breconshire have not been very closely studied.  I 
very much enjoyed the weekend, so thanks to Janet and Paul for organising it and I hope there 
will be another next spring.

John Bratton, 6 Oct 2005.
Editors  note:  BBNP will  be  sponsoring another  Invertebrate  Weekend in  June 2006,  
which includes accommodation. Please see Dates for Diary at the end of this newsletter

Brecknock Moth Group
The Brecknock Moth Group is an informal group of people who are interested in, and want to 
find out more about, moths.  Our first meeting was held in January 2001 when it became clear 
that a dozen or so people were interested.  Since then we have become affiliated to both the 
Brecknock Wildlife Trust and Butterfly Conservation and they, together with BIS and the Brecon 
Beacons National Park, have provided both support and resources. As a result we have been able 
to provide our volunteers with moth traps, reference books and computer software and we or-
ganise recording and training events as well as the occasional social. During our 5 years we have 
accumulated over 25,000 records and have been able to find 85 new species for the county, so 
the number of moth species found since recording began in 1880 now stands at 1031.

This year our activities have been given new impetus by the publication of a report showing that 
in England and Wales there has been a big decline in the numbers of most of the common 
moths, some of which have gone down by over 90% since the late 1960s. For some reason the 
effect doesn’t seem to have been quite so steep in mid-Wales and even the Dusky Thorn, which 
has declined nationally by a massive 98%, is still being found by our members in their gardens. 
We are going to make a big effort in 2006 to look for these species and also for the 60 or so 
species that haven’t been seen in Breconshire since 2000. To help in doing this we have been able 
to provide the equipment for 4 new members to start moth recording this spring. 

If you would like to take part in moth group activities contact the BIS office for more details (See 
page 13).

Norman Lowe
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New Ecological Consultancy
Radnorshire Wildlife Trust is benefiting from a £10,000 grant from the European ‘Spirit’  fund to 
explore the feasibility of expanding the Trust’s consultancy work. This is an ambitious project for 
one of the smallest Trusts in the UK but good progress has been made. Chris Ledbury was 
appointed in September as Consultancy Development Manager and the consultancy, trading as 
Radnorshire Wildlife Services Ltd was widely promoted. This has led to a range of contracts for 
CCW, other organisations and private individuals but more work would be welcome! The Trust 
has access to a wide range of expertise through its own staff, the staff of neighbouring wildlife 
trusts and other associates. It can draw on local experience and knowledge to offer a cost-
effective service that will be of interest to land owners, other consultants, local authorities and 
government agencies. Areas covered include:

Habitat and species surveys and monitoring
Assessment of development impacts
Advice on protected species license requirements and site works
Land management advice
Interpretation, education and training
Green tourism
Feasibility studies, research and analysis

In some cases we are also able to offer labour for work on sensitive sites. By agreement and 
liaison with our neighbouring Trusts our area is Mid Wales and the Marches. Clearly we need to 
work very closely with the other two Powys Trusts and occasionally with Trusts further a field. 
All work is carried out to a high professional standard and in accordance with the Institute of 
Ecological and Environmental Management Code of Professional Conduct.

BIS has already assisted the Trust with searches relating to otters and bats and this work is likely 
to increase. We look forward to a close working relationship. The Association of Wildlife Trust 
Consultancies report a steady increase in consultancy work especially in relation to planning and 
development but whether that will apply in Mid Wales remains to be seen.  The feasibility stage 
of the project ends in June and the Trust will then have 3 options: to wind the project down, to 
extend for a further temporary period or to establish the consultancy permanently, based on a full 
business plan.

If we can be of use, please contact Chris Ledbury on 01597 823298
Email: ledburyc@radnorshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

Chris Ledbury

The Living Highways Project is Dead – Long Live the Living Highways 
Project!

 With the  loss  of  Michelle  our  Living Highways Project  officer  the road verge-monitoring 
programme has faltered somewhat…  However I’m pleased say that the three Powys Wildlife 
Trusts and Powys County Council remain very much committed to the project and we are 
currently  piecing the  funding together for  a  “new improved” son of  the  Living Highways 
Project.   At the time of writing, we have secured 50% of the money needed so we are hopeful.
However, even with the best will in the world it is highly unlikely that the project will be up 
and running by April so in the interim the Wildlife Trusts have agreed to coordinate the road 
verge survey work for this year. 

Clive Faulkner

12



Biodiversity Information Service                               Recorder Newsletter – Issue 1 – March 2006

Brecknock Wildlife Trust Amphibian and Reptile Group comes 
out of hibernation

Local Amphibian and Reptile Groups (ARGs) have long been recognised in playing a vital role 
in the conservation of herpetiles.  Traditionally emphasis has been on the conservation of rare 
species.  Today there is concern as to the status of species once described as common, such as 
the adder and toad.  A wake up call is needed if we are to assess the UK status of these 
common species before they too, become less abundant.  With the launch of ARG UK – an 
independent coordinating body for this voluntary network it is time for the Brecknock ARG to 
reform!

So if you have an interest in herpetofauna, whether you want to jump in with both feet or 
simply know what you are looking at in your own pond………… PLEASE contact us.  

Email me at bradleycj@tiscali.co.uk or ring on 01497821329, or leave your details via the Trust 
Office.  Look out for the launch event in the Trust calendar!

Valerie Bradley

Dates for Diary
5-6th  May 2006: National  Federation  of  Biological  Recording  (NFBR) Conference. 
Biological  Recording  for  the  Future  in  Birmingham  Contact  J.A.  Newbould,  email: 
john_newbould@btinternet.com Tel:01305 837384

21-25th June 2006:  Brecon Beacon National Park Invertebrate Recording Weekend at 
Danywenallt Study Centre
Contact Janet  Imlach at BIS for further details  and booking forms.  Email:  janet@b-i-s.org 
Tel:01874 610881

Biodiversity Information Service
First Floor Offices, Coliseum House, 7 Wheat Street, Brecon, Powys, LD3 7DG

Tel:01874 610881 Fax:01874 624812 Email: info@b-i-s.org Website: www.b-i-s.org

Board Of Directors
Brecknock Wildlife Trust-Norman Lowe (Chairman)
Radnorshire Wildlife Trust-Julian Jones
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust-Estelle Bailey
Individual-Hazel Drewett (CCW) Individual
Colin Young (BBNP)
Members of Staff
Janet Imlach-Manager
Dave Cope-IT Officer
Viki Schofield-Biodiversity Information Assistant

Working in Partnership with:-
Countryside Council for Wales
Powys County Council
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
Brecknockshire Wildlife Trust

Radnorshire Wildlife trust
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust
Forestry Commission for Wales
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